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The Australian government recently announced that changes will soon be made to the
Immigration (Education) Act 1971
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The Adult Migrant Education Program (AMEP) currently provides new migrants with 510
hours of free English classes over 5 years. Once the changes have been passed in
Parliament, they will:
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e remove the limit of 510 hours (unlimited hours until higher level of English is
achieved);
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e remove the time limits on enrolling, commencing and completing AMEP tuition
(for those already in Australia as at 1 October 2020);
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e raise the exit point for the program (from functional to vocational English);
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These changes mean that more migrants will be able to access free English classes for
longer and until they reach a higher level of proficiency.
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The changes have not happened yet, but we expect they will take effect in 2021.
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If you are a current or past student and you are interested in more information as it
becomes available, please register your interest by emailing us at info@gealc.org.au
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